Phylogeographic patterns, molecular and vocal differentiation, and species limits in Schiffornis turdina (Aves).
Establishing species limits can be challenging for organisms in which few variable morphological characters are available, such as Schiffornis turdina, a Neotropical suboscine bird of long-debated taxonomic affinities. Apart from its dull plumage and secretive behavior, this taxon is well-known for its subtle but discrete within-species geographic variation in vocalizations. Phylogeographic reconstruction based on three mitochondrial markers sampled across much of the species' range reveals substantial structuring, concordant with recognized areas of endemism in Neotropical lowland forests. Monophyly of S. turdina was weakly supported by the combined dataset, as was the basal position of the Guyanan Shield population with regard to other S. turdina clades. Based on the results from both genetic and a preliminary, qualitative analysis of vocalizations, I recommend revised species limits to reflect more accurately the evolutionary history of this complex.